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Summary 

In 2015, the Scholes Library at 
Alfred University hosted the 
National Library of Medicine’s 
“Harry Potter’s World” traveling 
exhibit. To welcome the exhibit, 
forge ties with the campus and 
community, and raise awareness of 
our collections, we created a two 
month long event series in the 
university libraries. The product 
of collaborations with university 
staff, faculty members, student 
groups, and local public libraries, 
this event series energized the 
Alfred community, created new 
connections between the library 
and outside institutions, and 
brought several hundred additional 
patrons into the libraries. 



Needs Assessment 

The transformation of Alfred 
University into the Hogwarts 
School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry was rooted in the 
library’s strategic planning 
process. At the time, we had 
just finalized our strategic 
plan, and were consequently 
seeking ways to foster 
collaboration between the 
libraries, and to connect to 
the campus community—
both significant elements of 
the new plan. We began 
exploring the National Library 
of Medicine’s exhibit and its 
relationship to our collection, 
needs, and goals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our primary objectives in 
creating the Harry Potter’s 
World Event Series were: 
 
• To increase student awareness 
of and comfort with library 
resources and facilities 
 
• To foster connections and 
collaborations with other 
organizations on campus 
 
• To foster connections and 
collaborations between the 
University Libraries and the 
surrounding community 
 



Implementation 

The remarkable range of 
enthusiasm for the project 
inspired us to expand on our 
original plans, transforming our 
publicity program into a two 
month long outreach event—one 
designed to make contact with 
every corner of our campus and 
surrounding community. The 
publicity team worked to create 
an exciting and broad-ranging 
selection of materials and 
messaging in support of the 
event series. Our most iconic 
publicity material was the 
Hogwarts acceptance letter that 
served as our official brochure. 
The publicity team also made 
extensive use of more traditional 
communication methods, promoting 
the event series broadly and 
creatively.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the primary outreach 
events included: 
 
• A horcrux scavenger hunt for 
incoming students 
 
• The opening reception 
 
• The “Hogwarts University” 
lecture series 
 
• A juried student art exhibit 
 
• A themed trivia night 
 
• The “Halloween Ball” closing 
reception 
 
 



Evaluation 

Even simply by the numbers, the 
Harry Potter’s World outreach 
program was a success in bringing 
more people into contact with the 
library and its resources. Between the 
lectures, receptions, scavenger hunt, 
trivia night, and movie showing, the 
events brought in over 350 
participants—an exceptional number 
at a small institution, one where a 
successful library event typically 
draws 10-15 attendees.  
 
The collaborative efforts between the 
Scholes Library and our partners in 
creating the Harry Potter’s World 
series were indispensable in the 
success of the program. The most 
notable evidence of our success in 
crafting connections was the 
proliferation of concurrent, externally 
organized and hosted Harry Potter’s 
World events in the surrounding 
community. When our planning team 
reached out to local organizations, we 
were met with exceptional enthusiasm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

for the program, and as a result were 
able to extend our event’s reach 
beyond the bounds of the university.  
 
In order to more methodically gather 
feedback and insights on the 
experience, we conducted a survey in 
January of 2016, a few months after 
the exhibit closed. Respondents were 
asked to rate each event they had 
attended, and all our events were 
overwhelmingly rated as “good,” “very 
good,” or “excellent.” When participants 
were given an opportunity to share 
their thoughts on the series, the 
positive reception we had perceived 
anecdotally was carried out in the 
results. Several respondents reported 
that they appreciated the link our 
events provided between Harry Potter 
and the real world of academia, in 
keeping with our theme, “The 
Scholarship of Harry Potter.” 



Acceptance Letters 



Other Print Materials 
Event series poster 

“Get Involved Guide” ad 



Flyer for the Harry Potter’s 
World opening reception, 
September 1st, 2015 

Flyer for the Harry Potter 
themed juried art exhibit 



Flyer for the “What if Magic 
Were Real?” Potions Lecture, 
September 3rd, 2015 

Flyer for the “Counteracting 
Spells Using Classic Chinese 

Herbal Formulas” Herbology 
Lecture, September 10th, 2015 



Other flyers 
from the 
“Hogwarts 
University” 
lecture series, 
September 3rd - 
October 15th, 
2015 



Harry Potter’s World Libguide 
http://libguides.alfred.edu/harrypotter 



Alfred University Library News Blog 
https://aulibrarynews.wordpress.com/ 

Blog post announcing the booking of the “Harry Potter’s World” 
exhibit from the National Library of Medicine 



Blog post announcing the speakers in the “Hogwarts University” 
lecture series, featuring their “chocolate frog cards” 



Blog post after the Horcrux Scavenger Hunt during orientation 
week in August, 2015 



Scholes Library Facebook Page 
https://www.facebook.com/ScholesLibrary/ 







Fiat Lux – Campus Newspaper 



Horcrux Scavenger Hunt 
Competing teams of students 
share their selfies as they find 

each “horcrux” in the scavenger 
hunt, August 22nd, 2015 



Opening Reception, September 1st, 2015 



Entryway Displays at Opening Reception 



Hogwarts University Lecture Series 

“Care of 
Magical 
Creatures: 
Harry Potter’s 
Owls” lecture, 
September 
24th, 2015 

“Herbology 
101: How to 

Identify Plants” 
lecture, 

September 
13th, 2015 



Harry Potter Trivia Night, 
September 12th, 2015 



Halloween Ball 
Top left: The Alfred 
Volunteer Choir 
Company and Chamber 
Singers perform 
 
Bottom right: Award 
winners in the costume 
competition 
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